
 

40 FUNDRAISER IDEAS! – From classic to strange and everything in between 

Ideas collected from our state-wide network of Hometown Pride coaches and other sources. 
Compiled by Warren County Hometown Pride. 

 
1. Cook Off Competition  

a. Cooks pay a fee to enter, tasters vote with $$ for their favorites, winner gets a prize 
2. Birthday Pledges 

a. Celebrant asks family and friends to contribute to a cause instead of receiving gifts 
3. (Don’t) Get Out of Jail Free 

a. Pay $$ to have someone “arrested” for a short period of time The prisoner can serve the 
time or they can pay the same amount to be bailed out right away.  

4. Wine and Paint classes 
a. Or craft and beer. Or juice and art (for kids). Charge class fee. Get volunteer instructors. 

5. Sunflower Growing Contest  
a. Grow the tallest Sunflower and win a prize! Auburn HP charged $10 for a seed packet 

and contest registration. Top 10 flowers in the fall got a prize.  
6. Challenge Grant  

a. Find a donor who is willing to match all other donations dollar-for-dollar within a 
specified time for a specified amount 

7. Dog Fashion Show or Costume Contest 
8. Yard Flamingos (Or Toilets, or Ghosts) 

a. Pay $$ to have flamingos flock to your friend’s yard. Or buy “insurance” to keep them 
off your yard! Have seen versions involving a toilet(!) or ghosts around Halloween. 

9. Cow Pie Bingo 
a. Place your bets on where the cow will…well…you know. Sell food and drinks while 

people wait for the cow to do her thing.  
10. Rent-a-Worker 

a. Buy the services of a volunteer to help with jobs for an afternoon 
11. Give-It-Up Challenge 

a. Donors agree to give up something for a month…coffee, soda, chocolate, one restaurant 
meal per week…and donate what they saved to the charitable cause 

12. “Senior” Prom 
a. Dinner and dance for senior citizens 

13. Spa Night 
a. Offer manicures, pedicures, short massages, etc. from volunteer providers.  

14. Collect cans and bottles for deposit.  
a. HP groups have made thousands of dollars this way! Collection sites can be at a gas 

station, bar, grocery store, park, etc. Collection bins advertise where the money goes. 
15. Euchre (or poker) tournament 



16. Community Directory 
a. Create a directory of community businesses and organizations and sell ads. 

17. Out-To-Eat Restaurant Partnership 
a. Partner with a local restaurant to share a portion of one night’s profits in exchange for 

inviting all your supporters to dine there that night. 
18. Community Garage Sale 

a. Collect donations and have a big sale in one location. Keep pricing simple by asking for a 
free will offering for smaller items. Allow vendors to set up their own table for a fee. 

19. Spell-A-Thon 
a. Who says spelling bees are just for kids? Contestants collect pledges for each word they 

spell correctly. The winner gets a prize. 
20. X Marks the Spot 

a. Sell numbered golf balls for $$ each. Blindfolded tossers roll them down the hill. The 
three balls to land closest to the X at the bottom win prizes (works well at a festival). 

21. Fitness Challenge 
a. Pay a fee to participate and set a fitness goal for everyone, either collectively or 

individually. Those who complete the challenge are entered for prizes. 
22. Box Lunch Social 

a. Volunteers decorate a box with a meal inside…people bid on the box and eat the meal 
with the person who made it (try having local “celebrities” make the meals) 

23. Kids Sock Hop 
a. Play kids songs and let them dance. Have contests, a photo booth, snacks, etc.  

24. Scavenger hunt 
a. Teams play a fee to enter and the winning team gets a prize 

25. Pumpkin Carving Contest 
a. People can vote by putting $$ in a jar, or you can charge a fee to enter and have a judge 

choose the winner 
26. 3 on 3 Basketball Tournaments 

a. http://www.coolfundraisingideas.net/soccer-fund-raising-bt.html 
27. Gardening workshop 

a. Local gardening expert gives tips and guides participants through making a planter or 
something of that nature. 

28. Block Party or Festival 
a. Arrange for a big party with music, food, etc. Get sponsors to cover the costs and then 

charge a small entry fee, or have volunteer-run food stands to make money 
29. Shoe drive  

a. Collect recyclable shoes and ship them off to a company like “Wearable Collections” 
who will pay you by the pound. http://wearablecollections.com/shoes-recycling/# 

30. Trivia night 
31. – 40.  Don’t underestimate the classics!  

• Bake Sale  
• Car Wash   
• Dunk Tanks  
• Ice Cream Social                        
• Chill Suppers   

• Pancake Breakfasts   
• Silent and Live Auctions 
• Selling t-shirts   
• 50/50 raffle  
• Bingo night 

http://www.coolfundraisingideas.net/soccer-fund-raising-bt.html
http://wearablecollections.com/shoes-recycling/

