
 
 
CALL FOR ARTISTS 
Carlisle Trail-to-Downtown Connection 
January 2020 
 
Overview 
Seeking artist(s) to create and install an artistic design on the pavement leading from 
Summerset Trail to downtown Carlisle (approximately ⅓ mile). Interested artists are invited to 
submit their qualifications by midnight on February 21, 2020. 
 
Project Vision and Background 
The Carlisle Area Chamber of Commerce and Carlisle Hometown Pride wish to bring more 
visitors into downtown Carlisle from the Summerset Trail, using a series of artistic pavement 
markings (paired with wayfinding signs). 

The northern end of the 11-mile Summerset trail is only 0.3 miles away from downtown Carlisle. 
This is a popular trail with many visitors each year, and we would like to bring those visitors 
downtown to patronize our local businesses. On its northern end, the trail passes a parking area 
and turns west for a short distance before ending at the southern intersection of Highway 5 and 
1st Street. After crossing Highway 5, there is a wide sidewalk on the north side of 1st Street that 
serves as a trail. If we can catch the attention of north-bound trail users at the end of the 
Summerset trail, we can encourage them to cross the highway and head north along 1st Street 
trail to reach downtown. 

Location 
An artistic design will be painted on (or applied to) the surface of the pavement, starting near the 
end of the Summerset trail (near 165th place and Hwy 5) and running to downtown Carlisle, 
along the west side of 1st Street. Exact beginning and ending points are subject to final 
approval by Warren County Conservation Board and the City of Carlisle.  
 
Design Considerations 
Theme: We would like the design to integrate natural themes, in keeping with Carlisle’s brand 
as “the natural choice.”  
 
Simplicity: In order to keep the art looking fresh for as long as possible, the design should allow 
for the possibility of repainting by City staff or volunteers in years to come. This means that 
simpler designs or reusable stencils are preferred to more intricate work. We would also like 



volunteers to have some involvement in the initial painting, under the direction of the artist, to 
make this into a community effort. 
 
Scale: The expectation for the painting is that it will be clearly noticeable to those walking or 
biking along the sidewalk/trail. However, the painting need not cover every inch of pavement 
along the target trail segment and may have gaps periodically. Exact size and design are at the 
artist’s discretion. 
 
Coordination with wayfinding signs: The artist will not be responsible for the design of the 
wayfinding signs, however, we are interested in the possibility of having the sign design 
complement the artwork on the pavement. The signs will be created at the same time as the 
artwork in order to allow for this possibility. 
 
Required Artwork Characteristics  
The selected artist must agree to create artwork that complies with the following criteria:  

● Artwork must be an original work of the artist (in concept, composition and execution)  
● Artwork is suitable for public viewing  
● Artwork is suitable for outdoor display in adverse weather conditions  
● Artwork has soundness of construction, is durable and is safe for viewing  
● Artwork will be subject to approval by a committee of representatives of the Carlisle Area 

Chamber of Commerce and Carlisle Hometown Pride 
 
Artist Requirements and Desired Skills 

 
The selected artist will possess:  

● Ability to design and implement the trail painting with the resources available  
(considering both financial resources and manpower).  

○ Artist will be expected to both create the design and complete the painting (with 
volunteer assistance). 

● Willingness to include the steering committee in the design review process. 
○ The artist will meet up to two times with a steering committee of Hometown Pride 

and Chamber representatives, who will give final approval of the design. 
● Willingness to include volunteers in the painting process.  

○ Carlisle Hometown Pride and the Carlisle Area Chamber will recruit and schedule 
volunteers in consultation with the artist. The artist is expected to make use of 
volunteers in a meaningful way. 

● Ability to direct/supervise volunteers who are assisting with the painting 
● Technical knowledge of materials needed to complete project.  

○ Artist will be expected to select the exact materials needed for purchase. 
● Ability to work within the parameters of the “design considerations” section above 

 
 
 



Budget  
The selected artist will be paid $1,000 for their services and will have an additional budget of up 
to $750 for the purchase of supplies and equipment for the project. 
 
Selection Process 

● Priority will be given to artists located in or near Carlisle, but artists from any location are 
encouraged to apply. 

● Artist will be selected by a committee of representatives from the Carlisle Area Chamber 
of Commerce and Carlisle Hometown Pride. 

 
Timeline 

● February 21, 2020: Artist applications due  
● March: Artist selected 
● March/April: Artist to create design, in consultation with committee 
● May/June 2020: Installation/painting 

 
Submission Requirements 
Interested artists should submit the following by midnight on February 21, 2020: 

● Samples of your work, especially any work that is similar to the “Carlisle 
trail-to-downtown” project. 

● Statement of your overall vision and approach for the project (1-3 paragraphs) 
● Statement of your qualifications for completing this project. If applicable, please include 

any previous experience with public art or large scale artwork such as this, and any 
previous experience working with volunteers to complete a work of art (1-3 paragraphs) 

● Submit via email to executivedirector@carlisleiachamber.org 
 
Questions 
Contact Lorin Ditzler at lorin@warrencountyhometown.com or Dini Anderlik at 
executivedirector@carlisleiachamber.org. 
 
 
This project has been made possible by the 2019 Warren County tourism grant. 
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